A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
after his escape from Rome. Knight presented certain docu-
ments which he required the Cardinal of Santi Quattro to sign,
by the authority of the Pope. The Cardinal made certain
apparently minor corrections in the documents and gave them
back to Knight, who was satisfied. He thought he had suc-
ceeded; but Wolsey, when he saw the corrections which the
Cardinal had made, discovered that they could be used to
prolong the discussion indefinitely. He therefore made a
personal effort to get a decision, and sent out the draft of a
Bull to Rome. In this draft it was proposed to set up a legatine
court in England—that is, a court having Papal authority and
acting through Papal Legates. These Legates were to be
Wolsey himself and Cardinal Campeggio, a man of great weight
and already endowed with the revenues of an English bishopric
(that of Salisbury). This court was to decide whether the
original dispensation given by Julius II so many years ago for
the marriage between Prince Arthur and Catherine were in
valid form or no. In case they decided it were not in valid
form, the marriage was to-be declared null> and against stick
sentence there was to be no appeal to Rome. Such were the
terms of the Bull drafted by Wolsey and sent out to the Pope
to sign. By way of pressure to get this Bull signed by the
Pope Wolsey sent out his secretary, Stephen Gardiner, an able
man, devoted to Henry's cause and most energetic, but rough.
He both threatened the Pope, admitting that the proposed
marriage was to be with Anne Boleyn, and quite justly insisted
on the semi-royal position of the Howards, to which family
Anne's mother belonged. On April 8, 1528, the Pope yielded
and signed. Anne, on seeing the document when it returned,
regarded herself as victorious, for the court would be set up
in England, the judges would be subjects of Henry,1 and the
verdict might be taken for granted. Wolsey, however, at once
discovered that there was again a difficulty. Nothing appeared
in the Bull as signed giving a promise not to permit an appeal
to Rome by Catherine from the legatine court.
The Decretal Bull. Wolsey told no one about his dis-
covery of the flaw—he even told Anne Boleyn's father that he
was satisfied; but he secretly prepared yet another document,
a Decretal Bull. A Decretal Bull was a Bull which, if the
Pope should sign it, enunciated a canonical decision by decree
1 Campeggio "was a subject as the holder of an English bishopric*
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